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*(or any diatonic extenions: Maj. 9, Maj. 11, Maj. 13)

CHORD SYMBOLS

SYMBOL(S) CHORD
A, Maj., letter alone Major Triad
A7, Maj. 7 Major Seventh

7

*(or any diatonic extenions: 9, 11, 13)

Dominant Seventh

-, m, min.

Minor Triad

-7, m7, min. 7

Minor Seventh

O dim. Diminished Triad
Half Diminished Seventh
97 m7b5
07, dim. 7 Full Diminished Seventh
CHORD SYMBOLS

Just put key in front of the above symbols.
For example, C major is written as the
following alternatives: C, CA, CM, C Maj.,
or C.

FORMUIA
Different ways of writing:

1) Scale degrees (©)

Carets indicate scale degrees.

AAAAAAAA

For example: 1-2-3-4-5-6-7-1

2) Scale in key of C
3) Whole & Half Step Construction

5 BASIC CATEGORIES
1) Major

2) Dominant

3) Minor

4) Half-Diminished

5) Diminished

KEY
C C Major Chord (C Major Triad)
Co C Major Sixth Chord
Cc7 C Dominant Seventh Chord
+, #5 Containing the interval of an Augmented Fifth
sus Suspended
maj7 Containing the interval of a Major Seventh
C+ C Augmented Chord (C Augmented Triad)
dim Diminished Seventh Chord
6 Containing the interval of a Major Sixth
7 Containing the interval of a Minor Seventh
-3 Minor Third/Augmented Second (3 half steps)
synthetic | Not diatonic in origin
W Whole step (2 half steps)
H Half step
# Sharp. Raise by a half step
b Flat. Lower by a half step
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*C-D#-E-G-Ab-B-C
*(-3)-H-(-3)-H-(-3)-H

CHORD SCALE SYLLABUS (Continued) (page 2/5)
CHORD SCALE ORIGIN FORMULA
C Maj., C,C Maj. 7 | Major/lonian(“4” avoid tone) | 1st Mode Major 1-2-3-4-5-6-7-18)
«C-D-E-F-G-A-B-C

*W-W-H-W-W-W-H

C Maj#11(#4) Lydian 4th Mode Major 1-2-3-#4-5-6-7-1(8)

«C-D-E-F#-G-A-B-C

*W-W-W-H-W-W-H
C Majb6 (>13) Harmonic Major Synthetic «1-53-4-546-7-18) %
[N
«C-D-E-F-G-Ab-B-C N
*W-W-H-W-H-(-3)-H o
C Maj., C Maj. 7 Bebop Major Major + #5 1-2-3-4-5-#5-6-7-1(8) b
«C-D-E-F-G-G#-A-B-C 2
*W-W-H-W-H-H-W-H N
C Maj#5, C Maj#11 | Lydian Augmented 3rd Mode Melodic | 1-2-3-#4-#5-6-7-1(8) g
(#4) Minor «C-D-E-F#-G#-A-B-C D
*W-W-W-W-H-W-H .
C Maj. 7) Diminished/Octatonic/H-W | Synthetic $0-#0-3_#4-5-657-1 g
(start on half step) «C-Dr-D#-E-F#-G-A-Bh-C o
*H-W-H-W-H-W-H-W N
C (Maj. 7) #2 Lydian 6th mode harmonic 1-#2-3-#4-5-6-7-1 N
minor «C-D#-E-F#-G-A-B-C =
*(-3)-H-W-H-W-W-H N
C Maj. 7) Major Pentatonic Major without 4&7 |1-2-3-5-6-1 é
«C-D-E-G-A-C B
oW-W-(-3)-W-(-3) o
C (Maj. 7) Major Blues Maj. Pent. + “blue | #1-2-#2-3-5-6-1 2
note” «C-D-D#-E-G-A-C :é
eW-H-H-(-3)-W-(-3) )
C+ #5 Whole Tone Synthetic A AN >
Ll
C-D-E-F#-G#-A#/Bb-C 3
oW-W-W-W-W-W-W z
: S R o
C (Maj. 7 or #5) Augmented Synthetic o1-#2-3-546-7-1 E
>
[m]
N
<
0]
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CHORD SCALE ORIGIN FORMULA
C7 Mixolydian 5th Mode Major 01-2-3-4-5-647-1(8)
*C-D-E-F-G-A-B)-C
*W-W-H-W-W-H-W
C7 Bebop Dominant Mixolydian + #7 e1-2-3-4-5-657-7-1(8)
*C-D-E-F-G-A-Bb-B-C
*W-W-H-W-W-H-H-H
C7b9 “Spanish”/”Jewish”(“Habi | 5th Mode Harmonic | 4],2.3.4-54647-1(8)
Rabu”) Minor «C-Dh-E-F-G-Ab-B-C
*H-(-3)-H-W-H-W-W
CT#11 (#4) Lydian Dominant 4th Mode Melodic e1-2-3-#4-5-647-1(8)
Minor *C-D-E-F#-G-A-B>-C
*W-W-W-H-W-H-W
C7b13 (+6) “Hindu” 5th Mode Melodic 01-2-3-4-5-647-1(8)
Minor *C-D-E-F-G-Ab-Bi-C
*W-W-H-W-H-W-W
CT#5 (#4) Whole Tone (6 tone scale) Synthetic eC-D-E-F#-G#-Bh-C
*W-W-W-W-W-W
C7b9 (#9,#4) Diminished/Octatonic/W-H | Synthetic «C-Db-D#-E-F#-G-A-Bb-C
(start on whole step) eH-W-H-W-H-W-H-W
C7#9 (b9, #4,#5513) | Altered 7th Mode Melodic 150-#03-#11-#551347
Minor «C-Dr-D#-E-F#-G#-Bb-C
*H-W-H-W-W-W-W
C7 Major Pentatonic Major without 4&7 |+1-2-3-5-6-1
*C-D-E-G-A-C
oW-W-(-3)-W-(-3)
C7 Major Blues Major Pentatonic + 1-2-#2-3-5-6-1
“blue note” *C-D-D#-E-G-A-C
*W-H-H-(-3)-W-(-3)
C7 Minor Pentatonic Natural Minor .i_gg_i_g_[ﬁ_i
without 2 & 6 ¢C-Fb-F-G-B)-C
*(-3)-W-W-(-3)-W
C7 Minor Blues Minor Pent. + #4 13- 4-#4h5-547-1
*C-BE-F-F#-G-Bb-C
*(-3)-W-H-H-(-3)-W
C7 sus4 Mixolydian without 3rd 5th Mode Major e1-2-4-5-647-1
*C-D-F-G-A-B»-C
*W-3rd-W-W-H-W
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CHORD SCALE SYLLABUS (Continued) (page 4/5)
C7 sus4 Major Pentatonic built on 47 | Major Pentatonic built o1-2-4-547-1
(B» Major Pentatonic for C7 | On*7 +«C-D-F-G-B}-C
sus4) *W-3rd-W-3rd-W
C7 sus4 Bebop Dominant Mixolydian +#7 e1-2-3-4-5-657-7-1
«C-D-E-F-G-A-Bh-B-C
*W-W-H-W-W-H-H-H
CHORD SCALE ORIGIN FORMULA

cm, cm7,cm6

Dorian

2nd Mode Major

AAAAAAAAA

*1-2$3-4-5-6-b7-1(8)
*C-D-E»-F-G-A-Bh-C
*W-H-W-W-W-H-W

cm, cmb6

Natural Minor/Aeolian

6th Mode Major

o1-243-4-54647-1(3)
«C-D-E-F-G-Ah-B»-C
W-H-W-W-H-W-W

cm, cm7

Bebop Dorian

Dorian + #3

AAAAAAAAAA

¢1-243-3-4-5-647-1(8)
«C-D-E>-E-F-G-A-Bh-C
*W-H-H-H-W-W-H-W

cmMaj7

Melodic Minor

Aeolian with #6 & #7

AAAAAAAAA

¢1-243-4-5-6-7-1(8)
«C-D-BE-F-G-A-B-C
*W-H-W-W-W-W-H

cm, cm7

Bebop Minor

Aeolian +#6

*1-243-4-546-6-47-1(8)
*C-D-E-F-G-Ah-A-B)-C
*W-H-H-H-W-W-H-W

cm, cm7

Minor Pentatonic

Aeolian without 2 & b6

A A AA A A A

163-4-547-1(8)
«C-B-F-G-Bh-C
o(-3)-W-W-(-3)-W

cm,cm7

Minor Blues

Minor Pent. + #4

AAAAA

«C-Eb-F-F#-G-Bh-C
o(-3)-W-H-H-(-3)-W

cmb6Ma;j.7
(Maj7b13)

Harmonic Minor

Aeolian with #7

AAAAAAAAA

*1-23-4-546-7-1(8)
«C-D-Eb-F-G-Ah-B-C
*W-H-W-W-H-(-3)-H

cm, cm7/

Diminished/Octatonic/1/2-H

Synthetic

*C-D-Eb-F-F#-G#-A-B-C
*W-H-W-H-W-H-W-H
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AA A A A A AAA

csush9, cmp9h13 | Phrygian 3rd Mode Major o1253-4-546-7-1(8)
*C-Db-Eb-F-G-Ab-Bh-C
H-W-W-W-H-W-W
csush9, cmb%13 | b2 Dorian i/‘{‘i i\f"de Melodic 14243-4-5-647-1(8)
1

*C-Db-E»-F-G-A-Bb-C
*H-W-W-W-W-H-W

SCALE

CHORD

cm7b5 (b9), ¢?7 | Locrian

ORIGIN

7th Mode Major

FORMULA

1-243-455h647-1(8)
«C-Ds-Eb-F-Gh-Ab-Bh-C
H-W-W-H-W-W-W

AA A A A A A AA

¢, ¢°7, ¢ dim.
(start on W)

Diminished/Octatonic/1/2-H

Synthetic

cm%5 #2 Locrian 6th Mode Melodic *1-2-43-4-45466-7-1(8)
Minor «C-D-B-F-Gh-Ab-Bh-C

*W-H-W-H-W-W-W

cm7b5, ¢?7 Bebop Locrian Locrian + #5 e 14243-445-54647-1

«C-Db-E-F-Gh-G-Ab-BH-C
H-W-W-H-H-H-W-W

*C-D-Eb-F-Gb-Ab-A-B-C
*W-H-W-H-W-H-W-H
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